Turn Signals

Recently as | was driving on the highway, | was reminded of
the significance of using turn signals and the fact that some
people have forgotten about this factory installed feature on
their vehicle. Turn signals provide a means of communication
to let other drivers around you know where you are going so
that they can act appropriately.

My last blog entry (click here if you missed it) indicated that |
was closing off my time in Nehemiah, but | was inspired one
last time by his words and | wanted to share one last thought.

For twelve years Nehemiah used his God given gifts of
leadership and discernment to bring honor and glory back to
a nation of people that God had chosen as his own, to bring
honor and glory to the great and awesome God that he
served. During his time as governor of Jerusalem Nehemiah
never led the people without a signal of what direction he
was going. All the rebuilding, the prayer, the scripture
reading, the teaching, the love and compassion were signals
that were used to help bring the people back into a right
relationship with God.

Through opposition by other leaders, corruption in his own
ranks, and amid intimidation and offerings of bribes
Nehemiah never lost sight of the direction he has heading. He
may have had to signal around these obstacles but always
stayed on course making sure that everyone knew where he
was leading them to go.

This made me think about the signals that we may or may not
use that other people see, indicating the direction that we are

headed in our own relationships with God. While some of
these things are personal and remain between God and us,
there are some that are obvious indicators that provide
opportunity for others to see and follow.

What are these signals? What will people recognize in our
lives that set us apart from the rest of the world? Well, after
reading Nehemiah | would say the number one signal that
others can see is humility.

First, Nehemiah did nothing for his own personal gain or
recognition. His motivation was to serve God first, then the
people of Jerusalem. Living humbly and serving God and
others before ourselves seems counter-cultural in our world
today. When we live a life outside the bounds of cultural
norms, we signal to others that we are different and that
opens opportunities to share the answers of why.

Second, Nehemiah showed incredible compassion and
generosity to the people. He did more than just listen to the
needs of the community around him. As governor he put into
motion a plan that levelled the playing field in respect to
social and economic injustice. He gave generously from his
own wages so that other could benefit. When we serve and
give freely to those in need, we signal to those who are
watching that other people matter to us.

Third, Nehemiah was dedicated to the reading of the word
of God and prayer. Our lives should reflect the same. We
have an incredible opportunity to show the people around
us who our God is and how much he loves them.
Prayerfully reading and studying the word of God will
inspire us, motivates us, and show us that our God can and
will use us to be a signal of hope for those in the world.
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