Melting Point

This past summer as one of the particularly long heat waves
passed through our area, we discovered that two of our
Costco sized bags of chocolate chips melted and transformed
from little, tiny morsels into large solid blocks of chocolate.
Our chocolate chip cookies turned into chocolate chunk
cookies. It seems that everything has a melting point.

Six times in the book of Joshua we read about the idea of
people “melting in fear”. (2:9; 2:11; 2:24; 5:1; 7:5; 14:8). In
context of each of these verses there is a very real sense of
fear surrounding life and death as people have witnessed the
incredible power of God through the continuance of his
promise to bring his people into the land promised to them
through his covenant with Abraham.

Chapter 2 of Joshua recounts the interaction between Rahab
and the spies where she explains to them, “When we heard
of it, (the crossing of the Jordan) our hearts melted in fear
and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord
your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” As
we read this today, we recognize the transformation in
Rahab’s life that speaks to a “melting” or “softening” of
another kind. We don’t know a lot about Rahab, but we do
know that at some point in time she recognized God for who
he is and gave her life over to him, her heart was softened.

What started as a real fear in the sense of life and death
became a life changing experience for Rahab. A new sense of
understanding and fear of the Lord became a new reality of
reverence and awe for a God who saves and protects those
who love and follow him. Later in scripture (Heb 11:31; James
2:25) we hear of Rahab as an example of faith, one who
stands out because of her actions in service to God.

In life and ministry, | have had the opportunity to hear many
incredible stories of life transformation as God continues to
work in the hearts of his people. Each story, unique in their
own way demonstrate the incredible power of love,
forgiveness, and acceptance as people put their hope and
trust in the Lord. Unfortunately, | have also heard stories that
are surrounded by a paralyzing fear that keeps people at a
distance from God. They fear that their life choices and
actions are unforgivable, and that God could never love or
forgive them.

The scriptures are filled with stories of forgiveness; Rahab’s
story is only one of many. David is another example, and he
shares these words for all of us:

“He (God) does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”

The God that we serve is so full of mercy and grace and no
matter who we are and what we have done there is
forgiveness available to us through his Son, Jesus Christ.

The stories we have in scripture have the power to inspire
and change lives. Our stories, just the same, have power to
inspire and encourage others who may not know how great
the love of God is. When was the last time you shared your
story? How has God has worked in your life to draw you close
to him? Take some time to pray and ask God to give you the
opportunity to share your story with someone, you never
know the kind of change it will bring in someone’s life.
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