What will you Receive?

Recently there was some discussion at my house around a
particular science assignment that one of my girls was
working on. We inherit certain traits from our parents that
dictate the outcome of our physical attributes; | have blues
eyes and my wife has beautiful brown eyes. When my
daughter plugged these variables into a Punnett square (a
weirdly named scientific tool) and with a little explanation
from our resident science teacher she finally realized why she
and her sisters all have brown eyes. There are many things in
life and in death that we inherit.

If you have the time and patience to read through chapters
13-21 of the book of Joshua, you will come across the word
inheritance somewhere around 50 times. After leading the
nation of Israel through many victorious battles it was time
for Joshua to allocate the land that the Lord had given them
as their promised inheritance. The reality of living in the land
promised to them through Moses was coming to realization.

To inherit something typically means something is passed
down or given to you. You may not have earned it or even
deserve it, but it comes to you in one form or another. Joshua
and his army were one to be feared; they did things that are
seemingly unimaginable for most of us to get them to the
place they were in. God was the force in front of and behind
them as they battled to secure the land he promised to them.
We may be inclined to think that they deserved the land that
they deserved it. Yet, without the Lord’s help they would
have had nothing. The Promise Land was a gift of God’s
incredible love for them as his chosen people. The land was
their inheritance from their Father in heaven.

These events that happened in centuries past are a strong
witness to the assurance we have today in the fulfillment of
another promise made to those who continue to faithfully
follow God.

1 Peter chapter one describes for us a promised inheritance
that is kept for us in heaven, one that will never perish, spoil,
or fade. As followers of Christ our inheritance is found in him.
Our life (new birth) in Christ through his own death and
resurrection promises us eternal life with him in heaven.

We have been given an incredible gift of love by the same
God that brought the people of Israel into the Promise Land.
In many ways like the people of Israel experienced time and
time again our promise of faithfulness often falls short of
Christ’s command to be holy as he is. By the power of the
Holy Spirit, through the complete forgiveness of all our sins
and through the incredible gift of grace we are presented as
blameless and pure in God’s eyes through Christ.

As followers of Jesus, we are considered children of God,
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17). As his
children we will inherit what God has promised, eternal life.
As we live our lives in wait and wanting for the completion of
our salvation (that day when Christ comes again) we can be
assured that God continually works for the good of those who
love him. It may be hard to see amid all that is going on
around us in the world today, but we have inside of us a living
hope that points us to a better day.

Do you hope for an inheritance that will never perish, spoil, or
fade? Here is the best part of this promised inheritance, it is
available to anyone who truly seeks it and humbly comes
before the Lord and asks him for it. What will you receive?
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