Drawing Conclusions.

Experience has taught me that during most of our lives we
will automatically draw conclusions about what is happening
around us. Our natural tendency is to decide if a certain fact
or principle is true (or false) according to the information that
we have been given. We often hear or read “facts” from a
blender of outlets today. Whether it is social media feeds,
radio, television, internet news sites or printed media, they all
contribute to the mixed blend of facts that guide our own
personal response or conclusion of them.

We all have a responsibility as followers of Jesus to discern
these facts through the lens of our Christian worldview. As
one of Christ’s followers | believe that the Bible was inspired
by the Spirit of God and is completely free from error. My
faith is built on its authority and truth found in it pages from
beginning to end.

So, when | read from books like Judges (which | have been
doing now for several months) it challenged me to consider
the facts (the truths) found within its words. As | read through
these inspired words, | often found myself wondering “why?”
Why were these various accounts of “the good, the bad and
the ugly” included for us to read today?

Well, based on what | have read and with some careful
examination | have drawn (as we all do) some conclusions.

First, it is as evident today as it was then that sin has an
incredible hold over the lives of all mankind. One of the
common threads we see in the lives of the people during the
time of the judges was the continuous cycle of sin,

punishment, repentance, and rescue. Unfortunately, this is a
trend that continues to play out in our lives today.

Secondly, and in my humble opinion, most importantly, the
book of Judges reminds us of the incredible grace, mercy, and
forgiveness that God has for all his people. The book of
Judges points forward to the coming of the one true Judge
and king that will overcome the hold of sin and death over us.

Jesus is that one true king. John 18:37 records Jesus’
interactions with Pilate, “Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So
You are a king? Jesus answered, “You say correctly that | am a
king. For this | have been born, and for this | have come into
the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth
hears My voice.” Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (John
14:6) given to us by God. Through his death and resurrection
Christ overcame sin and death on our behalf because of his
incredible love for us.

Judges lays out for us the truth of failure that comes by living
without the rule of God in our lives. All throughout scripture
and plainly written for us in The New Testament we read how
a life “in the world”, that is “not in Christ” continues to bring
disorder, immorality, corruption, and destruction into our
daily lives.

Just because | follow Jesus doesn’t automatically make me a
perfect person. |, like every other follower of Jesus fail at
living according to his perfect will. The incredible part of the
truth (who Jesus is) written in scripture is that no matter who
we are or what we have done he can and will forgive us.
Some will disagree with my conclusions and that is ok. It is my
hope and prayer that this truth becomes real in their lives one
day. What truth are you holding onto today?
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