Wise Investing.

In today’s world there are many strategies and options for
investing in your future. You can pick from stocks, bonds,
mutual funds, bank products, options, annuities, ETFs and
more. Within my limited knowledge of investing, | know a
little bit about dividend reinvestment plans (aka DRIP). They
allow the investor to reinvest cash dividends into additional
shares of the “parent” stock when dividends are paid out.

Recently as | was working through a portion of scripture, |
was reminded that there is another type of investing that
reaches far beyond our desire for “physical” or material gain.
While the responsible use of what God provides for us is
important, our real investment portfolio should be filled with
strategies and options to help equip others with the truth of
the Gospel message.

The book of Titus is a short yet carefully penned letter that
the Apostle Paul wrote to Titus as he prepared to minister
and lead the people as the church in Crete. There is a real
connection between believing in what is right and acting in a
manner that shows others what it means to live in the light of
truth and godliness.

Chapter 2 of Titus lays out a different type of reinvestment
plan that guides us through a proven strategy for investing in
the lives of others, one that makes a lasting impact.

Paul instructs Titus in chapter 2:2-3 to “Teach the older men
to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and
sound in faith, in love and in endurance. Likewise, teach the
older women to be reverent in the way that they live, not be

slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is
good.”

Paul’s strategy begins by making an investment of time and
energy into teaching “older” men and women to live in a way
that first honors God and second sets a good example of
living right for those who follow. This first, or initial
investment into the lives of the older generation becomes the
initial point of re-investment for future generations.

Paul continues to give instruction in the following verses
using terms like, “urge the younger women” and “encourage
the young men”. What he does here for the older men and
women is this: he sets up the terms of re-investment into the
lives of the younger generation. Their learning and growing in
temperament, respect, self-control, sound faith, love,
endurance, reverence are the dividends that pay forward into
the lives of the younger men and women.

Paul reminds us in verse eleven of chapter two that by the
grace of God, salvation is for everyone. While we may live in a
different time and space culturally from Paul’s original
audience, the truths that these words speak should continue
to be a guide to investing into the lives of our younger
generations.

Held in-between these words of instruction to Titus and to us
is a message of living out our faith in a way that inspires
others. How does your life inspire others? Will people see
Jesus in your life through your actions and not just your
words? As we live and lead by example it is my hope and
prayer that we are all investing into the lives of those who will
one day fill our shoes and follow in our footsteps.
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