A Particular Kind of Confidence

Confidence in its various forms can be defined either as a
feeling or belief that one can rely on something or someone.
It can also be used to describe the feeling of certainty about
the truth of something. Confidence in oneself can be
described as a feeling of self-assurance coming from one’s
appreciation of our own abilities or qualities.

Today | began reading Paul’s letter to Titus and was reminded
once again that God reveals himself and his truths to us in
incredible ways. As | was reading the opening words, | was
struck by the remarkable confidence Paul had in knowing
who he was and his role (purpose) in advancing the message
of the Gospel. Read his words as he opens the letter and
“introduces” himself,

“...a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further
the faith of God’s elect and their knowledge of the truth that
leads to godliness—in the hope of eternal life, which God,
who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time, and
which now at his appointed season he has brought to light
through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of
God our Savior...”

Considering the depth of meaning attached to the word
“servant” or “slave” as some translations write, Paul makes a
very powerful statement. While our minds tend to think of
this position through a negative lens, Paul helps us
understand it differently. He is declaring in this letter that he
belongs to the Lord, that his life and purpose are to serve the
God who created him. Understanding who Jesus is and what
he has done for him, Paul put all his trust in him.

Paul’s words of introduction have made me stop and think
about the confidence he had in his faith. Normally | equate
Paul with his title of Apostle, one that gives him authority and
responsibility in the mission that was entrusted to him. The
roots of Paul’s work to advance the message of the gospel go
so much deeper than any prescribed role. His life, his work,
his passion for God reflects the incredible power of the Holy
Spirit through the work of Christ in his life.

Paul’s confidence, his knowledge and understanding in living
for Jesus underscore the hope that he has in the promise of
eternal life with his Father in heaven. The same promise given
to you and me as we live our lives here and now. Paul’s life
should be an inspiration for our lives.

Can you or | claim to be a servant of God like Paul?
Absolutely! We serve the same God as Paul and are afforded
the same power and presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives
when we place our hope in trust in the message of the
Gospel, in our relationship with Jesus.

For me, Paul’s actions speak louder than the words that he
wrote. He lived a hard life as a follower of Jesus. Paul was
entrusted with a mission, one that he took with him to the
grave. The heart and soul of Paul’s life and writing continue to
live on. The confidence he had in the message and reality of
the Gospel will carry on for generations to come.

Today, as | read the opening words of Paul’s letter to Titus, |
am thankful for the reminder that we can have confidence in
the promises of God. | am thankful for the power of the
Gospel message. | pray that through the power of the Holy
Spirit | can have the same confidence as Paul to be on mission
for Jesus Christ. This is my prayer for you as well.
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