On Purpose & for a Purpose

The product development team behind the design of the
French’s Mustard bottle have done something very much on
purpose and for a very specific purpose. You will notice a tiny
yet noteworthy feature on the base of the lid, a seemingly
insignificant dimple of plastic. This small yet useful feature is
there to hold the hinged bottle tip back from messing up the
stream of mustard as it is squeezed onto your food. (Go
ahead, get up and check it for yourself, your mustard plying
experience will never be the same).

In my last post | shared some thoughts about the confidence
Paul had in his role as a servant of God. This Spirit filled
confidence gave him a purpose as he lived out God’s will for
his life. In the opening words of his letter to Titus he
highlights this purpose,

“...to further the faith of God'’s elect and their knowledge of
the truth that leads to godliness...”

If you have been a part of a church, you will likely be familiar
with its mission and vision statements. These short yet
powerful statements give direction and purpose to the life of
the church. With hope and trust in God, everything the
church does is to help further the mission and vision laid out
before them.

In these opening words to Titus Paul has stated for us his
personal mission statement. A personal mission statement
defines who you are as a person and identifies your purpose.
It explains what you will do to pursue that purpose.

Paul is a man of action, his words “to further the faith of
God’s elect”, give us a sense of movement or growth in our
faith. The word “further” gives us a picture that he is
extending something toward us, leading or guiding us forward
down a particular path. That something is the “knowledge of
the truth”. Simply stated, the knowledge and truth Paul
describes here is hearing and understanding the message of
the gospel in a personal and transformational way.

Paul does not just stop there; he goes on to explain further
the purpose of this action. The destination of that path Paul
leads us down is a lifelong journey to godliness. If you read on
in Paul’s letter to Titus, he begins to break down the
appropriate behaviors and responsibilities of those who are
involved in leading the church (to be an example for others).
His words describe how a life transformed by the gospel
should reflect the love of Jesus and his Father in heaven so
that others will see him.

Do you have a personal mission statement for your life? Does
it challenge you to take action in your life and the lives of
others? Is your mission Christ-centered? What is your goal,
your destination in life? What have you learned from Paul’s
words?

It is my hope and prayer that these questions and Paul’s
words inspire you to think about your mission in life. Pray and
ask God to help you know and understand his will for your
life. Live life on purpose and for a purpose, let the truth of the
gospel be the center of your life on mission with Jesus.
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