A Rock Song or a Song about a Rock?

Rock music is a genre of music that has captured the listening
ear of music enthusiasts for many generations. Within this
wide-ranging genre, you have subgenres like, classic rock,
hard rock, punk rock, progressive rock, indie rock, rap-rock,
funk rock and even Christian rock. Rock music has a unique
set of characteristics that defines its sound. It combines
elements of rhythm and blues, jazz, and country music.

Here and there throughout scripture, there are some songs
and prayers that refer to God as a “rock”. These narratives
reveal to us some of the characteristics of who God is and
how he relates to us as his people.

When we read the story of Hannah (1 Sam. 1&2) she sings a
prayerful song from her heart saying, “there is no Rock like
our God”. She had overcome bitterness, misery, and
depression when the Lord answered her prayers. Her song
describes a God who is mighty, powerful, caring,
compassionate and just.

The word translated “rock” in this verse is used to
characterize who God is, it carries the idea of God as a
support and defense. For Hannah who fervently poured out
her heart and soul to God in a time of need, He was the rock
that she so needed to stand on.

The song of Moses found in Deuteronomy 32 was recited in
the presence of the whole assembly of Israel. Verse four of
the song says, “He is the Rock”. Here we have the same word
Hannah used to describe God, this time conveying power and
stability. Moses uses this word to declare that God has been

true to His covenant promise, to bring the people out of
bondage and into the land promised to their fathers.

The Psalmist David wrote in his song that God was his “rock of
refuge”, “a strong fortress” (Psalm 31:2-3) He uses these
words again is Psalm 18 as he celebrates the hand of the Lord

protecting him from his enemies.

So far in these examples we have seen some of the
characteristics of God revealed to us through the stories and
experiences of real people. God is our Rock, our support,
defense, power, stability, strong fortress, refuge, and
protector. These unique combinations of characteristics
describe a God who is alive and active in the lives of his
people both then and now.

The famous words of the Sermon on the Mount end with a
parable that teaches in simple terms the success of the
builder who builds his house on the rock. This beautiful
picture points us to one thing; knowing, understanding, and
living (practicing) out the word of God in our lives will not end
in destruction but in life everlasting.

One can say there are many different types of rocks in this
world, and they would be correct. But the solid rock that has
and continues to provide such strong characteristics as
described here is set apart from all others. This rock is none
other than Jesus Christ, the son of God who lived among us,
died as a sacrifice for us, and overcame death so that we
could continue to stand together with him.

Do you know what the rock you are standing on in life is
made of? What are its characteristics? | invite you to stand
with me on the solid rock of Jesus Christ.
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